'IlillllHIlllllllOll 

(id EP 1 285 780 A3 

(1 2) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(88) Date of publication A3: (51) | n t C!7: B43K 21/22 

14.04.2004 Bulletin 2004/16 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

26.02.2003 Bulletin 2003/09 

(21) Application number: 01310188.6 


(22) Date of filing: 05.12.2001 


(84) Designated Contracting States: 

(72) Inventors: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 

• Kageyama, Hidehel, Kotobukl & Co., Ltd 

MC NL PT SE TR 

Kawagoe-shl, Saitama-ken (JP) 

Designated Extension States: 

• Noguchl, Yoshlo, Kotobukl & Co., Ltd 

AL LT LV MK RO SI 

Kawagoe-shl, Saitama-ken (JP) 

(30) Priority: 13.08.2001 JP 2001245537 

(74) Representative: Haley, Stephen 


Gill Jennings & Every, 

(71) Applicant: Kotobukl & Co. Ltd. 

Broadgate House, 

Kyoto-shl, Kyoto-fu (JP) 

7 Eldon Street 


London EC2M 7LH (GB) 


(54) Mechanical pencil 
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(57) A mechanical pencil (10), includes an external 
cylinder (12), a lead delivery mechanism (20) disposed 
in the external cylinder, the lead delivery mechanism 
having a lead-fastening chuck (22) which fastens a lead 
and moves back and forth in the external cylinder to de- 
liver the lead (40) toward a front end of the external cyl- 
inder, a lead holder disposed before the lead delivery 


mechanism in the external cylinder to gently hold a lead 
(40), and a guide member arranged between the lead- 
fastening chuck and the lead holder in the external cyl- 
inder and always urged backwardly toward the lead-fas- 
tening chuck to protect a lead portion between the lead- 
fastening chuck and a lead holding portion of the lead 
holder. 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 


The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 


□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 


The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 


see sheet B 


□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 


□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 


□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 


None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 


1. claims: 1-14,18,19 

A mechanical pencil comprising a guide member and a lead 
holder, one being insertable in the other 


2. claims: 1,15 

A mechanical pencil whereby the lead holder has a protrusion 
elastically contacting an inner periphery of an external 
cylinder 


3. claims: 1,16 

A mechanical pencil comprising a lead holder pushed 
forwardly by a guide member in an external cylinder and held 
a an advancing position during writing 


4. claims: 1,17 


A mechanical pencil comprising a lead holder, unmovable 
under operation in the external cylinder 
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